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The 21st  Research Advisory Committee (RAC) meeting of the ICAR-National Research Centre 

for Integrated Pest Management (NCIPM), Pusa Campus, New Delhi was held during 02-03 

August 2022 in the training hall.  The meeting was chaired by Hon’ble Chairman, RAC, Dr. U. 

S. Sharma, Ex Vice Chancellor MPUAT, Udaipur, Rajasthan. All the members of the RAC,  Dr. 

A. K. Sharma, Ex-Director, ICAR-NBAIM, Mau; Dr. Prem Shanker Singh,  Professor & Head, 

BHU, Varanasi;  Dr. R. K. Walia, Ex-Project Coordinator, ICAR-AICRP (Nematodes); Dr. Anil 

Dixit, Joint Director, School of Crop Health Biology Research, ICAR-NIBSM, Raipur; Dr.(Mrs) 

Usha Ahuja, Ex-Principal Scientist, ICAR-NCAP, New Delhi; Dr. S. C. Dubey, ADG (PP&B), 

ICAR, Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi and scientists and technical officers of ICAR- NCIPM, New 

Delhi attended the meeting.   

The Director, NCIPM, Dr. Subhash Chander welcomed the Chairman and all the members of 

the RAC, followed by his presentation on the highlights of the research work and other 

activities carried out at NCIPM during 2021-22. Director, ICAR-NCIPM presented highlights 

of the achievements of year 2021-22 and also summarized the achievements of the Centre 

for the past ten years.  Thereafter, opening remarks were made by the chairman and the 

members of RAC, where in Dr. S.C. Dubey, ADG (PP & B) emphasized on registration of 

biocontrol agents and also stressed on creation of second line in the field of pest 

surveillance and modelling including artificial intelligence (AI) based approaches. He 

stressed that the institutes working on crop protection mandate should also undertake basic 

research related to fine tuning of location specific IPM modules across the crops. Dr. Usha 

Ahuja, Ex-Principal Scientist, ICAR-NCAP, New Delhi remarked on the assessment of need for 

technology as well as impact analysis of the interventions before initiation and post 

completion of the projects, respectively. Dr. Anil Dixit, Joint Director, ICAR-NIBSM, Raipur 

emphasized on the urgency for collaboration between ICAR-NCIPM and ICAR-NIBSM in the 

area of IPM in rice, ICT based pest surveillance and basic research related to IPM. Dr. R. K. 

Walia, Ex- PC, AICRP (Nematodes) expressed his concern towards the need for the measures 

to contain the spread of plant parasitic nematodes and their associated pathogens through 

planting material. Dr. A.K. Sharma, Ex-Director, ICAR-NBAIM, Mau remarked on the need for 

the evaluation of newer technologies in comparison to conventional technologies in the 

field of IPM through social audits, and also stressed on the evaluation of pesticide residues 

in the produce of IPM-fields. Dr. Prem Shankar Singh, Professor and Head, BHU, Varanasi, 

stated that focus should be on providing good quality microbial formulations to the farmers 

as IPM inputs. Dr. U.S. Sharma, Ex-VC, MPUAT, Udaipur, Rajasthan, opened his remarks 

highlighting the need for the stringent quarantine measures and IPM interventions for 

transboundary pest management.  He also, acknowledged the role of IPM in bringing down 

the pesticide consumption in the country and also highlighted that IPM interventions for 

management of post-harvest losses due to storage pests should be taken care of. Action 

Taken Report on the previous RAC meeting presented by the member secretary was 



discussed point-wise and approved by the committee. The highlights of achievements of the 

projects taken up during 2021-22 under different programmes (I to V) were presented by 

the team/programme leaders. RAC Chairman and members had interactions after each 

presentation and offered their valuable suggestions and remarks for improvement and 

betterment of the research projects. RAC team also visited different laboratories of ICAR-

NCIPM  and newly constructed building of NCIPM at Rajpur Khurd, New Delhi Campus of the 

centre on 03 August 2022. RAC team highly appreciated the achievements and outcome of 

various research projects at  ICAR-NCIPM.  The meeting ended with vote of thanks to the 

Chair and Hon’ble Members of the RAC by the Member Secretary.  
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